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Did Dominion University 1996
Every yearbook staff faces the 
difficult task of choosing a theme 
which sums up the entire year.
A s many staffs have found, no 
single phrase or idea can 
completely describe the 
atmosphere of a university campus.
Therefore, rather than 
representing a single theme for 
a campus which has such a wide 
variety of social, cultural, political 
and scholastical ideas, The Laureate 
staff chose a non-representational 
method which does not revolve 
around a central idea or year-long 
theme.
Though we have no explicit theme 
for this year’s book, we hope each 
individual will make of this book 
what he will. This book is yours.
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/Every year, around mid-August, 
thousands of students descend upon 
Hampton Boulevard and the surrounding 
areas, anxiously awaiting the start of the 
new school year. The dorms soon become 
packed as everyone tries to cram all of their 
stuff into a very small area, and the hope is 
that, when you meet your new roommate, 
he o r she will be very understanding. For 
those planning to live off campus, finding a 
roommate you can live with in a decent 
apartment at an affordable price is the 
pressing issue. Campus is buzzing with 
people becoming acquainted with the 
college experience, excited to be on the 
brink of adult life, and hoping the end will 
come soon, nervous but ready to join the 
real world.
For some, college is a time of studying, 
partying, and sleeping. For others, balancing 
a full course load with a part time job can 
become stressful for even the most 
easygoing student. But most of all, college 
is a time for people to explore different 
interests and to make decisions about the 
future. It is the bridge between freedom 
from responsibility and the pressures of a 
working adult. It is the last hurrah before 
we move on to families and careers, so 
most students try to make their college 
years the best ones of their lives.
Although classes and studying are certainly 
important in college, it is the things we do 
outside of the classroom that we will 
remember for the rest of our lives. A t 
O D U , student life means a culmination of 
changes, issues, and events which are an 
integral part of the university atmosphere.
If students take anything away from their 
lives here at O D U  besides their academic 
pursuits, it will be the activities and places 
and difficulties outside of the classroom, 
the lessons they’ve learned about life 








Mainstreet was an annual 
event sponsored by the Stu­
dent Activities Office. It was 
an opprotunity for campus 
organizations to set up tables 
on Webb lawn and advertise 
their exsistance and their 
activities. Many freshman 
and transfer students found 
Mainstreeta convenient way 






Midnite Madness, the highly anticipated beginning of basketball season, 
was held on October 14,1995. Before the teams were introduced at 
midnight, fans were able to enjoy an aray of activities ranging from 
playing games to listening to the band. This event is held annually at 
colleges and universities across the nation.
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Every year in November, 
the Shriners sponsor the 
Oyster Bowl at Forman 
Field. Other than the 
event being a chance for 
Virginia Military 
Institute’s football team 
to dominate the grid iron, 
it is also an annual party­
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I find it hard 
to believe you don’t know 
the beauty that you are 
but if you don’t 
let me be your eyes 
a hand to your darkness 
so you won’t be afraid 
i’ll be your mirror 
reflect what you are 









The Year in Review
President Bill Clinton entered 
the third year of his term as no 
president has done for 40 
years—with a Republican 
Congress. A s  he began this 
new year, he resolved to “put 
aside partisan differences.” 
Although cautious in dealing 
with the new Congress, 
Clinton has raised his profile 
and taken a firm stand on 
issues. He said he would try to 
w ork  with the Republicans on 
their agenda, but would “no 
doubt” veto some of their 
proposals. O n  April 14, 1995, 
Clinton filed the necessary 
documents with the Federal 
Election Commission and made 
formal his candidacy for re- 
rA election.
O n  October3, 1995, the long- 
running, real-life soap opera 
played its final episode. In “the 
trial of the century,” O.J. 
Simpson was acquitted in the 
June 12, 1994, stabbing murder 
of his former wife, Nicole 
Brown Simpson, and her friend, 
Ronald Goldman.Americans 
followed the trial for more than 
a year, listening to testimony, 
digesting the evidence and 
speculating on whether the 
former football superstar and 
film actor was guilty. The jury 
reached its verdict in less than 
four hours deliberation, after 
listening to 133 days of testi­
mony and considering more 
than 800 pieces of evidence.
“W h y  do you want to be 
president?” asked the T V  host. 
“Every country needs a presi­
dent,” replied Republican 
Senator Bob Dole. In April 
1995 the Kansas Senator 
became the sixth Republican to 
formally declare his candidacy 
for a move into the W hite 
House in 1996. This is the 
third presidential attempt for 
Dole, who unseccessfully ran in 
Republican primaries in 1980 
and 1988.
In September, 1995, Colin 
Powell embarked on a cross­
country book tour to promote 
his autobiography, “M y Am eri­
can Journey.” A s  he did this, 
he also promoted the notion 
that his next journey might be 
along the campaign trail, 
seeking the presidency of the 
United States in 1996. Powell, 
58 years old, is the former 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, the first African-American 
person to hold that position. 
He rose to fame through his 
leadership in the Persian Gulf 
War.
The Million Man March 
inWashington, D.C. on O cto ­
ber 16, 1995, was tremendous.
Close to a million African- 
American men converged on 
the nation’s capital in respnse 
to the call from Louis 
Farrakhan, the Nation of Islam’s 
leader, to rally for unity and 
brotherhood. It was the 
fourth-largest demonstration in 
W ashington’s history, and the 
largest predominately African- 
American gathering. The rally’s 
climax was Farrakhan’s speech 
in which he led the men in a 
pledge to “never raise my hand 
with a knife o r gun to beat, cut 
o r shoot...any human being.”
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“The sight you see before 
you...was impossible, was 
unthinkable, just three years 
ago,” Isreal’s Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin told those 
present at the East Room of the 
W hite House. The “sight” was 
the September 28, 1995, signing 
of an accord between Israel and 
the PLO  that would end Israel’s 
military occupation of W e st 
Bank cities and lay the founda­
tion for a Palestinian state. The 
agreement outlines the process 
for gradual withdrawal of Israeli 
troops and transfer of govern­
ing authority for Palestinian self- 
rule in 30 percent of the W e st 
Bank.
It was a match between two 
players vying for the top 
position in women’s tennis. O n  
September 9, 1995, Germany’s 
Steffi Graf emerged as #1 as she 
beat Monica Seles in New  Yo rk  
to win her fourth U.S. Open 
title. For Graf, it was the third 
consecutive Grand Slam title, 
coming after victories at 
W imbledon and at the French 
Open. In spite of her defeat on 
the tennis court, Monica Seles 
feels like a victor of sorts. This 
loss was the first in a dozen 
matches that marked her 
inspired return to the sport 
after a two-year absence. Seles 
had been stabbed in the back by 
a deranged fan at a match in 
Hamburg, Germany.
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The Cleveland Indians and the 
Atlanta Braves squared off in 
the first W orld  Series in two 
years. This was, perhaps, the 
first between teams with 
politically incorrect nicknames. 
The Braves won the series in 
six games, after taking a two- 
games-to-none lead in their 
home park. They won the 
series on their return to 
Atlanta with a I -0 victory 
marked by David Justice’s home 
run and the one-hit pitching of 
Tom  Glavine, who was named 
Series MVP.
59
The leader of the Grateful 
Dead was gone. Jerry Garcia, 
co-founder of rock music’s the 
Grateful Dead, Died of a heart 
attack while in a drug rehabilita­
tion center in suburban San 
Francisco. The guitarist, 
composer and singer passed 
away on August 9, 1995, just 
eight days after his 53rd birth­
day. Deadheads, as the group’s 
followers were known, quickly 
gathered to note the passing of 
their fallen leader. C row ds 
formed in public areas in San 
Francisco, Garcia’s hometown, 
and in other cities to share 
their loss. A  single red rose 
was tied to a tree in front of 
the San Francisco address 




O n April 19, 1995, a car bomb 
exploded in Oklahoma City, 
destroying the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building and killing 
scores of men, women and 
young children. The force of 
the blast tore off the building’s 
facade and sent it flying 50 feet 
across the street, where it 
slammed into another building 
and came to rest in a parking 
lot. Shortly after the explosion, 
Timothy McVeigh, a Gulf W a r  
veteran was arrested for 
carrying a concealed weapon. 
Tw o days later, he was recog­
nized as one of the bombing 
suspects and was charged. 
McVeigh’s trial is pending.
For a few days, a 
religious man domi­
nated the headlines. 
And for a change, it 
gave Americans 
something good to talk 
about. The 
newsmaker was Pope 
John Paul II, and the 
occasion was his visit 
to the United States in 
early October 1995. 
The 75-year-old pontiff 
began his five-day visit 
by addressing the 
United Nations Gen­
eral Assembly in 









conflict in the 
former 
Yugoslavia 
rages on, with 
no letup in 
sight. 1995 








but the truce 
did not put an 












Opal. O n  
October 4, 
1995, Opal 





the worst, but 
was spared the 
damage seen in 
Florida.
An  Am trak train de­
railed while crossing a 
trestle in a remote 
region of Arizona. The 
derailment was caused 
by the removal of a 
metal bar that held two 
sections of rail together. 
The culprit installed a 
wire, disabling a light 
that would have warned 
the train’s crew about 
the break. The apparent 
knowledge of the 
warning system led to 
speculation that it might 
be the w ork  of a rail­
road employee. Found 
at the scene was a letter 
that refered to the 
federal sieges at Waco, 
Texas, and Ruby Ridge, 
Idaho, and mentioned 
the FBI and the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and 





People. W hat can we say? Obviously, people 
are an important topic when speaking of an 
educational institution.
W ithout a doubt, the most important part of 
any university is the people. It takes people to 
run it, people to attend it, people to clean it 
up, and just people to support it. W ithout 
people, a school would just be a bunch of 
buildings. A  university requires minds for it to 
achieve its purpose.
A t O ld Dominion University, we have a widely 
varied group of people who make up both the 
student and the professional population on 
campus. This diversity helps make the O D U  
community more open to various interests 
and lifestyles.
Adults of all ages come from near and far to 
attend O D U . Some are just students. Some 
are moms and dads who want to farther their 
educations and go to school like their kids. 
Some work. Some don’t. Some live on or 
near campus. Some commute. W e  have 
people of all different backgrounds from all 
over the world here at O D U .
This section contains the faces of some of the 
people who have successfully fulfilled the 













































































































































































































































Jerome Wilhelm Jr 
Dale Williamson







In putting together this book, the editors 
pondered the two uses of the word “aca­
demics.” W hile it undoubtedly refers to the 
teaching, studying, and learning of the wide 
range of subjects offered at the university, 
academics can also mean the gifted scholars 
who provide us with the knowledge we are 
here to gain. W ith that in mind, we debated 
about what the academics section of a 
yearbook should really include.
Usually, the academics section consists of 
dozens of pictures of students sitting in 
desks in various classes. W e  decided that 
since most of those pictures end up looking 
pretty much the same and since the majority 
of students already know exactly what its 
like to sit through a class, we would just skip 
that set of pictures this time around.
Instead, we turned our attention to the 
other type of academics, the scholars and 
educators who shape our educational 
experience and the beginnings of our futures. 
After all, these are the people to whom we 
look for guidance and knowledge during our 
college careers. In that sense, this definition 
of “academics” becomes the more important 
usage when it comes to putting together a 
collection of college memories.
Therefore, we decided this year to 
dedicate the academics section to the faculty 






Assistant Director of Student Activities
Dr. Charles Wilson 
Professor of English
102
Dr. Lenora Thompson 
Director of the Counseling Center
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Michael Zugelder 




Dr. Bruce Hanna 
Planetarium Director
Dr. Robert Ake
Associate Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry
Dr. Michael Hueles 








Associate Professor and Associate 
Director of Graduate Studies in 
Oceanography
Northeastern Region Vice President of 
Phi Kappa Phi
Justin Friberg
Associate Professor of Political Science and Geography
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Nancy Wade
Associate Professor of Biology





Instructor of Mechanical Engineering
Frank and Melody Ward 





Every year, around mid-August, 
thousands of students descend upon 
Hampton Boulevard and the surrounding 
areas, anxiously awaiting the start of the 
new school year. The dorms soon become 
packed as everyone tries to cram all of their 
stuff into a very small area, and the hope is 
that, when you meet your new roommate, 
he o r she will be very understanding. For 
those planning to live off campus, finding a 
roommate you can live with in a decent 
apartment at an affordable price is the 
pressing issue. Campus is buzzing with 
people becoming acquainted with the 
college experience, excited to be on the 
brink of adult life, and hoping the end will 
come soon, nervous but ready to join the 
real world.
For some, college is a time of studying, 
partying, and sleeping. For others, balancing 
a full course load with a part time job can 
become stressful for even the most 
easygoing student. But most of all, college 
is a time for people to explore different 
interests and to make decisions about the 
future. It is the bridge between freedom 
from responsibility and the pressures of a 
working adult. It is the last hurrah before 
we move on to families and careers, so 
most students try to make their college 
years the best ones of their lives.
Although classes and studying are certainly 
important in college, it is the things we do 
outside of the classroom that we will 
remember for the rest of our lives. A t 
O D U , student life means a culmination of 
changes, issues, and events which are an 
integral part of the university atmosphere.
If students take anything away from their 
lives here at O D U  besides their academic 
pursuits, it will be the activities and places 
and difficulties outside of the classroom, 
the lessons they’ve learned about life 
through their college experience.
Am anda Edgar 
Ed itor-m -Chief 
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D aw ne  C ham bers 
President 
H o n o r  C ounc il
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W a lte r  Valencia 
General M anager 






Joseph M atthew s 
President
Student Activities Counc il
I
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“The GLBSA. Many people ask 
what does GLBSA stand for. Some 
wait to hear the whole answer, 
while others tune out after Gay, 
Lesbian,... The answer to this 
question is Gay Lesbian and 
Bisexual Students and Allies. The 
next question asked is , ‘What is an 
ally?’ Well, that is a part of our 
name and group that I feel is as 
important as the rest. These are 
people who support gay, lesbian, 
and bisexual people. Some show 
their support behind the scenes, 
while others are ‘out’ in the front.
I feel that allies are important for 
gay, lesbian and bisexual people to 
have because they can help get 
things going when the door is being 




This year the GLBSA spon­
sored their first annual 
Halloween drag show.
Part of the profits from this 
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Like many other major universities, sports 
are an important part of life at O ld Dom in­
ion. From the banging of field hockey sticks 
in early fall to the pounding of the courts 
during basketball season to the sounds of 
springtime baseball, our talented athletes 
receive enthusiastic support from students 
and faculty throughout the year.
Though some people feel that O D U  does 
not have the same caliber of athletes as 
schools with more recognized teams, our 
athletic programs are becoming stronger all 
the time. People who know our teams 
know that they consist of talented athletes 
and able coaches. Bigger universities may 
have more of a track record, but we have 
just as much enthusiasm for its athletic teams 
as any other major university.
Unique to our situation, however, is the 
immense community support for the 
university’s athletic teams. Being in one of 
the largest metropolitan areas without a 
major sports team, local sports fans turn 
their attention toward us.
And the support is well-deserved. O D U  
is home to a variety of fine athletic programs 
and hard-working athletes. O D U  sports is all 
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Comm unity plays an important role in the 
atmosphere at O ld  Dom inion University. 
In many ways, the university and Norfo lk  
are very much a part of each other. 
Located right next to busy Hampton 
Boulevard and hemmed in by 
neighborhoods and businesses, the school 
is in a give and take situation with the 
community.
Many students live, work, o r  volunteer in 
the areas surrounding campus while the 
university’s neighbors provide the local 
support necessary for an urban university 
to thrive. The range of opportunities and 
experiences the Norfo lk  area has to offer 
is beneficial to students, but the activities 
and events in Hampton Roads also make 
it fun.
The large number of students who 
commute also show  how  the community 
and the university are connected. W ith  
people coming from all over to attend 
classes, students themselves bring variety 
to the campus.
The Norfo lk  community is part of what 
makes O D U  so special. Unlike life at a 
university which is situated in a “college 
tow n” o r  a smaller community, students 
get the dual experience of college and city 
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The cover of the 1996 Laureate was made with black Roxite 
C Vellum. The cover and the endsheet were die cut. 
The endsheets were made from 651b. uncoated endsheet 
stock. Senior portraits were taken by Davor Photography, 
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